
This year marks the 68th annual meeting 
of the South Central MLA. Approximately 
400 members will convene at the stun-
ning example of early twentieth-century 
architecture, the Arlington Resort Hotel 
and Spa in Hot Springs, Arkansas 
(www.arlingtonhotel.com/). We would 
like to thank our local sponsor, the De-
partment of English at the University 
of Arkansas Fayetteville, chaired by 
Joseph Candido.  We are pleased that 
Erin Finzer, Assistant Professor of 
Spanish at the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock, will serve as local arrange-
ments chair. 

Those unfamiliar with central Arkansas 
will enjoy the scenic topography, abun-
dant fall colors, and the beauty of the 
natural environment. Hot Springs claims 
the title of the first resort destination in 
the United States, much beloved in the 
1930s by famous gangsters the likes of 
Al Capone and Bugs Moran (who, inci-
dentally, stayed at our conference hotel). 
Home to one of the leading documentary 
film festivals in the nation, today Hot 

Springs is known as the City of the Arts. 
Hot Springs is nestled in the Diamond 
Lakes region of the Ouchita Mountains 
and offers a wide variety of activities for 
visitors.  Please see www.hotsprings.org 
for a list of attractions, as well as infor-
mation on restaurants, nightlife, antiqu-
ing, and more.  

Many of our 101 regular, allied, and spe-
cial sessions will address the aquatic 
conference theme “Sources of Inspira-
tion.” The natural springs beneath us, 
which emerge from the earth at a cozy 
140 degrees, will provide an appropriate 
grounding for presentations on the poli-
tics of water, rivers and border issues, 
cleansing rituals, the metaphoric permu-
tations of tears, and water as a symbol 
of destruction. Look for a tentative pro-
gram on our website by July 1   
(www.southcentralmla.org). 

An update regarding new sessions: in 
Hot Springs we will inaugurate five of the 
six new regular sessions that were cre-
ated to bring our program in synch with 
the regular sessions of the MLA. We are 
happy to announce sessions on African-
American Literature (formerly combined 
with African Literature), Arabic Literature, 
East Asian Literature, Luso-Brazilian 
Literature, and Gay and Lesbian Studies 
in Language and Literature. I would like 
to thank the session organizers who 
stepped in to manage two of the panels, 
Ping Zhu (East Asian Literature) and 
Thomas Hefter (Arabic Literature), as-
sistant professors at the University of 

Oklahoma. Papers address such intrigu-
ing topics as memoires of the civil rights 
movement; the search for the true self in 
African-American theater; transvestite 
imperialism in Japanese romanticism; a 
feminist critique of the representation of 
sexual minorities in Lebanon; a re-
visitation of motherhood in Chinese lit-
erature; the creation of a “New Gay 
Ethic”; and the sexualization of passivity. 
Please note that we are still seeking an 
organizer for the panel on African Litera-
ture. Anyone interested in organizing this 
panel for 2012 please contact Nancy 
LaGreca (lagreca@ou.edu). 

Other conference highlights this year 
include keynote and plenary addresses 
as well as an optional excursion. Jona-
than De Vierville, a Jungian psychoana-
lyst who specializes in spa therapy, will 
deliver the keynote address on Thurs-
day, October 27th at 6pm. The title of his 
talk is “Spa Cultures: The Waters, Sa-
cred Sleeps, and Dream Times.” Our 
plenary speaker is the award-winning 
poet, art critic, and photographic histo-
rian John Wood. His illustrated lecture 
and reading “The Sacred Spring: At the 
Source of Poetry” will take place on Fri-
day, October 28 at 5:45pm.  The optional 
excursion will begin at 1:30pm on Satur-
day, October 29. We will take a scenic 
bus ride through the region with a stop at 
the University of Arkansas’s gorgeous 
Garvan Woodland Gardens 
(www.garvangardens.com/). After Gar-
van Gardens we have arranged a tasting 
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at The Winery of Hot Springs, located a few blocks from the Arlington Hotel.  The cost for transportation and admissions is $38. 
See registration materials for details. 

As announced in the winter newsletter, in Hot Springs we will vote on a new dues structure. In 2010 the Executive Committee 
agreed to propose a sliding scale structure based on income, rather than rank, for membership dues. In accordance with the 
Constitution, the new dues schedule will be put to a vote by the membership at the Business Luncheon in Hot Springs 
on Friday, October 28 from 12:30-2:00. Currently dues are determined by rank (graduate students $25; instructor, lecturer, 
retired $25; assistant professor $40; associate professor $45; full professor $50). The proposed sliding scale based on income 
is: 

Graduate students:    $25/year 

Salary of less than $30,000:  $30/year 

Salary of $31-50,000:   $50/year 

Salary of $51-70,000:   $55/year 

Salary of $71,000 and up:  $65/year 

Joint membership:    $75/year 

Those not attending the luncheon may vote “yes” (in favor of the new structure) or “no” (against the new structure) by email to 
scmla@ou.edu no later than October 30, 2011. 

Registration packets have been mailed and all of the materials to register, pay for breakfasts and the luncheon, and vote for 
candidates to serve on the Executive Committee are also available on our website at www.southcentralmla.org (“Annual Con-
ference”). Please note that membership dues and registration fees must be paid by September 1 in order to be in-
cluded in the program.  To get the group rates, hotel reservations must be made by phone at 800-643-1502 with the reserva-

tion code “South Central Modern Language Association” by September 26.  

Authors: be sure to take advantage of the opportunity to have your book exhibited through Scholar’s Choice by having a repre-
sentative from your press contact Debby Pitts by email at djpitts@scholarschoice.com (see details in the registration cover let-
ter in your packet or on the “Annual Conference” page on our website).   

If you have any questions about the convention or registration process please contact Diana Hodges at 405-325-6011 or 
scmla@ou.edu.  
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